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WELCOME TO OUR WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER

This is our second combined Winter / Spring newsletter with information about our Merrignee  
and Koonwarra Merino Studs and our Merrignee Poll Hereford Stud, coinciding with Jono and Anna 
commencing their second year of owning and managing the business, C.T. Merriman & Son.

Jono, Anna, Digby, Toby and Zoe, along with Charlie and Pip

NEWS FROM THE FARM

It has been a good first year for C.T. Merriman & Son 
under the new management structure of Jono and Anna 
being the stud principles and business operators and 
Charlie and Pip in more supportive roles. 

We’ve been one of the luckier areas of NSW for rainfall 
due to three big storms events that went through in 
January, February and March 2019. Even though two 
of these storms washed away fences and pasture and a 
blew away a shed and trees due to the very heavy rain 
and strong winds, they also filled our dams and tanks, 
which was greatly appreciated as we have had very 
little rain since.

We do sympathise and realise that many people and 
areas did not receive any of these summer rains and are 
now looking at their third or more failed spring. Lets hope 
that this does not happen, and that over the next couple 
of months there is widespread rainfall events throughout 
NSW and beyond. 

As we write this annual newsletter it is extremely cold 
and windy at Little Range, with snowfalls close by but not 
much in the way of useful rainfall, just as our Merrignee 
ewes are lambing.

We had a very good ram selling season last spring  
with our Koonwarra Merino and Poll Merino Stud 
putting up an extra 10 young rams for a total of 100 

paddock reared rams for sale at its 41st 
Annual on-property ram sale its annual  
on-property sale. Held in September the  
2018 sale resulted in 96 of the 100 
rams offered being sold for an average 
of $2,468 (ex. GST) and a top price of 
$4,750 (ex. GST), the highest price paid 
for a one year old ram since Koonwarra 
moved to Little Range. The purchase was 
made by a long term client who has been 
with us since the second Koonwarra on 
property ram sale at Little Range. 

It is great to see this level of confidence in 
the Koonwarra genetics and that repeat 
clients are seeing improvements in their own 
flocks over the years from their Koonwarra 
purchases.

THOUGHTS FROM JONO

The past 12 months at Little Range have been interesting. 
A very tight spring in 2018 lead us to make the decision 
to put a lot of the Merrignee stud and flock ewes with 
lambs at foot on 70% of the grazing crop area. These 
ewes and lambs were able to stay on the crops right up 
to Christmas giving the Merrignee blood ewes and lambs 
a great boost when there was a lot of stock in our district 
having to be supplementary fed. It also allowed us to 
spread a lot of the Koonwarra bloodline stock across the 
rest of the properties. This extra area let the Koonwarra 
sheep hold their body condition and led to a very good 
joining which started on 1st December 2018.

With the 2018 harvest being a smaller area it was a 
rather swift and efficient harvest. The crops that did make 
it to grain gave us a good sample while providing a 
pretty good yield, considering the tough season. Luckily 
we were able to fill all our silos with our own oats, 
which has let us keep the stock in very good condition 
throughout the year.

We had two very big storms that went through Little 
Range and Campbellfields towards the end of summer, 
making short work of an old shed. Some of the fencing 
wasn’t able to withstand the amount of fast moving 
water that flowed through the properties and left a new 
high-water mark for the northern end of the farm on 
Campbellfields.

On a positive note the storms did leave us with good soil 
moisture to start sowing the early grazing crops, enabling 
them to get up and growing while the soil was still warm. 
We have therefore been lucky to be able to graze these 
crops right through winter with most of the stock only 
taken off this month.

We always try and give our young sheep access to the 
improved pastures and grazing crops, so they can grow 
out and reach their full potential. By doing this we set 
up a base for a very productive and profitable merino 
enterprise over the ewes and wethers lifetimes, whether 

Our Merrignee Merino and Poll Merino Stud had 
solid demand for the rams at its 28th Annual on 
property rams sale with a number of long term 
clients returning for their yearly catalogue of rams. 
Held in October the 2018 sale resulted in 75 of 
the 90 rams offered being sold for an average 
of $1,935 (ex. GST) and a top price of $5,000 
(ex. GST) to clients who over two generations 
have been buying one, two and sometimes more 
Merrignee rams at most of our annual on-property 
auctions since 1992. 

We have had a lot of interest in the new Claypans 
Poll x Merrignee bloodline after seeing how much 
growth this sire has put into the stud while preserving 
the quality wool Merrignee is known for. The second 
drop of rams with the same breeding (born in Aug/
Sept 2018) are once again an impressive group.

With the dry times across the state and a lot of cattle 
getting turned off properties due to feeding costs and 
lack of water, Merrignee Poll Hereford Stud has had a 
quiet period for bull sales. We have been able to keep 
our numbers up to full production so far with the 2019 
calving season just starting. We are looking forward to 
viewing the progeny as we have purchased some quality 

bulls in the last 18 months.

At the 2018 Dubbo Hereford show and sale (held in 
early June annually) we purchased a bull each from 
Rayleigh Hereford Stud and Tahlan Poll Hereford Stud. 
This year we returned to Dubbo Hereford show and sale 
and purchased a bull from the Eathorpe Poll Hereford 
Stud. All three bulls have developed into good bulls with 
wonderful temperaments, just as we had hoped.Anna and Jono with Zoe, Digby and Toby.

Victor Coble and Jono holding the top-priced Koonwarra rams purchased by Emma 
Webb (with son Bob) with Anna and Digby.

Jono holding the $5000 sale-topper with Simon Flick, Landmark Boorowa,  
and purchasers Graham and Roy Robertson, Sutton Grange, Bookham.



Merrignee young rams.

we sell them off as well grown excess young stock  
or keep the breeding ewes for six or more years.

Each year we scan all our stud ewes from both studs,  
the maiden flock ewes and wet and dry older flock ewes, 
with any dry ewes then sold.

We are currently in the middle of the Merrignee Stud and 
flock ewe lambing. The lambing percentage for the 2019 
drop is looking very good through the scanning numbers, 
although the extreme cold wind and very light showers 
aren’t so helpful (so far no snow though!).

The Koonwarra ewes lambed in May/June, while the 
Merrignee ewes lamb in August/September, and it 
would be great to see good lambing percentages after 
the testing times over the past 12 months. To have both 

Koonwarra and Merrignee stud ewes, and also our 
flock ewes, resulting in very good lambing conceptions 
and, hopefully, resulting in high live lambing 
percentages through these tough periods, has and  
will be very pleasing.

We now have all our stud sheep at Little Range 
electronically ear tagged and have built a new large 
electronic fleece sorting table for shearing. So now 
all fleeces are weighed after they have their ear tag 
scanned while being shorn, and everyone can see 
including the shearers, the electronic board showing 
the weight of the fleece currently on the table. Therefore 
we have very good knowledge of each sheep’s fleece 
weight and then their fleece tests, which are done by 
Riverina Wool Tests.

SHEEP INFORMATION

The on-property rams for sales for both Koonwarra  
and Merrignee are side sampled in mid August 2019.

Each year we publish the average results of our 
Koonwarra and Merrignee 20 month old stud ewes  
so clients can see what our Koonwarra and Merrignee 
bred ewes are doing.

The 2018 Koonwarra white tag ewes (2017 drop) 
average fleece test and body weight results, from their 
March 2019 shearing were:

19.7 Micron, 3.4 SD, 17.1 CV, 98.9 CF, 18.7 SF,  
8.8kgs GFW and 76kgs B/Wt. 

The Merrignee 20 month old stud ewes fleece test 
averages, shorn in May 2019, presented:

Superfines – 17.0 Micron; 2.8 SD; 16.6 CV; 99.5 CF; 
7.6 kgs GFW; 58.6 kgs B/Wt 

Fines – 17.4 Micron; 3.0 SD; 17.1 CV; 99.3 CF;   
8.0 kgs GFW; 61.3 kgs B/Wt

Fine/Mediums –18.3 Micron; 3.1 SD; 17.0 CV; 99.2 CF;  
8.3 kgs GFW; 61.9 kgs B/WT

Polls – 18.1 Micron; 2.9 SD; 16.1 CV; 99.1 CF;  
7.6 kgs GFW; 67.5 kgs B/Wt

The 2018 ram sale results saw 96 of the 100 rams 
offered being sold for an average of $2,468 (ex. GST)
and a top price as mentioned previously of $4,750  
(ex. GST). The increase of 10 head in the catalogue 
was well received. All rams were May/June 2017 born 
and were paddock reared with an average micron of 
19, SD 3.2, CV 16.7 and CF 99.3 and a body weight 
average of 85.3 kgs. The rams were shorn on 12th April 
by the local contracting business, Diamond Shearing.

The large number of returning clients to our annual 
Koonwarra sale is great to see and shows us that our 
Koonwarra rams are preforming to our clients needs. 
Over the last few years we have also seen an increase 
in new clientele with some very good feedback on how 
these new genetics are fitting into their own merino 
flocks. We always look forward to being able to give 
clients the improvement they are working towards when 
using the Koonwarra Stud genetics.

We were very happy with the way the 2018 young 
rams presented on the sale day. The 2018 Koonwarra 
sale rams saw several different seasonal conditions 
through their young lives on Little Range and really 
realished being outside in these environmental 
conditions. As lambs they spent time on grazing crops 
in late winter but a tough start to the spring conditions 
with spring rains coming late while weaning saw them 
looking for feeders by early summer as the pasture 
growth disappeared. Due to these seasonal conditions 
the lick feeders and a hay feeder had to be kept up to 
the rams right through summer and autumn. When the 
rams moved to an improved pasture paddock over the 
winter months of 2018, we were able to shut the lick 
feeders off and just compliment the paddock feed with 
oaten hay and mineral supplement.

2018 RAM SALE WRAP UP

Koonwarra young rams born May/June 2018.



The 2019 Koonwarra sale rams have come through  
their first 12 months. Beginning with a good start  
to life on grazing crops after lamb marking, then into  
a tough spring with very little rain and very short pasture 
growth across the properties, the lick feeders were put 
to work to get this drop of rams to reach their potential. 
The lick feeders were turned off in mid-June 2019 when 
the rams were moved onto improved pasture paddocks 
that had been locked up for them. They’ve had access 
to a hay feeder and a mineral feeder during these last 
few months, with the lick feeders turned on again during 
August to help these rams present in the best possible 
condition as paddock raised rams, ready for clients.

The rams were shorn 17th April, by our local contractor, 
Diamond Shearing, as usual. The rams were very well 
grown out at shearing time and it showed up in their 
fleece and body weights. It was great to see the rams at 
this young age already starting to show themselves as 
a good drop of impressive rams. Some local clients and 
agents came out for a look while the shearing was in 
full swing and could see each fleece being weighed on 
our locally made table with inbuilt scales and electronic 
tagging capabilities. We also body weighed the rams  
at the same time.

2018 DROP OUTSIDE SIRES

We used three outside A.I. sires across the 2019 sale 
group that have all been used previously in the stud over 
the years.

Pemcaw Poll 012: Progeny has Mustard eartags. 
This sire is a ‘double P’ Polled sire with very good wool 
growth and style of fleece. He had sons in the 2016 sale 
group.

Winyar 450: Progeny have White tags. We have used 
this ram a lot over several years and he has a number of 
sons too that have been used through the stud over the 
years. Winyar 450 is a large framed ram with a very 
stylish wool.

Claypans Poll 323: Progeny has Sky Blue eartags.  
The ram is impressive with a great sire outlook and body 
shape, and also has a very style fleece with wool tests to 
match. This is the second drop from this impressive sire. 
We have also used him in the paddock joinings.

2018 PADDOCK JOINING SIRES

• KWA Charinga / Yarrawonga CHN20: Blue eartags

• KWA Roseville Park 015: Yellow eartags

• KWA Glenpaen Magic 030: Dark Green tags

• KWA Glenpaen Magic 205: Dark Green tags

• KWA BG 178: Red eartags

• KWA Uniform 071: Purple eartags

• Claypans 323 Poll: Sky Blue eartags

• KWA Winyar 027: White eartags

• KWA Pemcaw 048 Poll: Mustard eartags

2019 ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
WEDNESDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 2019  ·  1pm auction, 10am inspections 

Preview Open Day  ·  Friday 20th September, 10am–4pm

This years’ 100 May/June 2018 drop rams to be offered are a very impressive large framed group from 
both A.I. sires and Koonwarra bred sires. As usual these rams have all been paddock reared so they are 
ready to adapt to clients paddock conditions.

All rams are fleece tested in August 2019 so they have current measurements and weighed the week 
before the sale.

Koonwarra Stud is a registered Merino stud (No. 1267) established in 1947. A Koonwarra Poll Merino 
stud (No. 1585) has been established in 2018.

KOONWARRA’S UPCOMING RAM SALE

C.T. MERRIMAN & SON LITTLE RANGE (PO BOX 29), BOOROWA NSW 2586
JONO 0427 272 238  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

42nd ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
Wednesday 25th September 2019, 1pm

OPEN DAY  ·  FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER, 10am–4pm

FLOCK RAM SALES COMMENCE MID OCTOBER, BY APPOINTMENT

100 Fine/Medium and Medium May/June 2018  
drop unhoused horn and poll rams

koonwarrastud.com.au  |  merino@koonwarrastud.com.au



The Merrignee rams for sale in 2019 are in very good 
order for the up-coming annual on-property sale on 11th 
October. They are very well grown with plenty of wool 
and staple length.

Some of the Merrignee families which are showing 
impressive genetic traits are the Merrignee Claypan 323 
family, Merrignee Magic Black 003 family and also the 
Merrignee Alfoxton family ram that we sold to the Ives 
family at the January 2016 GSSM sale at Canberra and 
loaned him back for one more joining at Merrignee. 
This ram has bred some excellent ultrafine and superfine 
progeny and some of the rams will definitely be on offer 
at the Merrignee ram sale.

Another sire which has shown to have bred some 
very good young rams for sale this year is Black 192-
P6 from the Grays Hill NZ family. Sold at the January 
2019 GSSM sale in Canberra, his progeny have great 
nourishment and stylish fleeces. 

Sale rams offered by C.T. Merriman & Son at  
GSSM, Hamilton and other annual off-property shows 
and sales are the pick of the flock from their year drop.  
We pick out the top genetic rams annually prior to the 
on-property ram sale to ensure we can keep the best  
of the new genetics coming through our flock each year  
for the years joining. Once joining is finished they are 
tagged for the March shorn show and sale season with 
the majority sold through the sales Merrignee (and 
Koonwarra) attend over the next 10 months.

An A.I. sire showing very good frame and bulky fleeces 
is Langdene 007, which we have used again in the 
Merrignee Stud in 2019 with those ewes are lambing 
now in August.

Merrignee Merino Stud’s Champion March Shorn Superfine Ewe  
at Dubbo 2019.

C.T. MERRIMAN & SON LITTLE RANGE (PO BOX 29), BOOROWA NSW 2586
JONO 0427 272 238  |  CHARLIE 0467 853 396  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

29th ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
Friday 11th October 2019, 1pm

OPEN DAY  ·  FRIDAY 4th OCTOBER, 10am–4pm

FLOCK RAM SALES COMMENCE MID OCTOBER, BY APPOINTMENT

90 Superfine, Fine and Fine/Medium Aug/Sept  
2018 drop unhoused horn and poll rams

merrignee.com.au  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au

THOUGHTS FROM CHARLIE

Lot 41 at Hamilton Sheepvention 2019 sold for $7,000 to Geoff  
and Robyn Rayner of Pomanara Merino Stud, Sallys Flats, NSW,  
and John and Mary-Liz Saunders of Matangi Merino Stud, 
Alexandra, South Island, New Zealand. 
He is an ultrafine wool ram from the Merrignee A.I. program  
by Grassy Creek 171 and his fleece test for Hamilton was  
14.9 micron, 2.4 SD, 16.1 CV, 99.8 Comfort F and 14.0 SpinF. 
He is a large framed sire with a strong sires’ head and horn set, 
as well as width between his back and front legs and a correct 
back line. It is his wool style which stands this sire apart from the 
others. He has excellent crimp pattern, along with brightness and 
whiteness of fleece. The fleece figures back up the visual quality 
of his fleece, plus with his frame size this sire should be of terrific 
benefit to any ultra/superfine merino business.



The A.I. group of sires for the Merrignee August 2019 
drop of lambs, which are on the ground, look very good 
with good size and good skins. I mentioned above we 
have used Langdene 007 again, because we believe his 
genetic attributes really suit the Merrignee requirements. 

We have reintroduced two older Merrignee families, 
one being the Brilliant Example 119 who has bred sires 
which have been purchased by studs in Victoria and 
NSW. We are looking forward to watching these young 
merino progeny grow, to see if the very good wool 
qualities reflect what we have seen before from this sire.

We have also used the Merrignee bred sire called 
“Horan”, who has previously provided very good 
frame size, quality fine/medium wools with high fleece 
weights and with amazing micron and fleece tests. His 
micron was 16.7 and his father was a 15.0 micron sire 
with excellent frame size and fleece weights. 

Another sire we have used in the 2019 joinings and 
we are looking forward to the progeny growing up is 
from the Merrignee Coromandel Poll family which was 
established through A.I. a few years ago. We sold a 
Coromandel family sire to Geoff Hall from near Young  
in NSW at the 2014 GSSM sale. 

Geoff’s family have always had a very high quality 
Merryville/Merrignee blood lines superfine merino flock, 
which is a registered stud. (The Hall family also have 
an excellent cherry orchard!) Geoff rang and enthused 
to myself about the high grade qualities of the sire he 
had bred at his Koepang property and, after viewing 
the ram, we agreed this sire would benefit the superfine 
Poll genetics here at Merrignee. Seeing his progeny on 
the ground as young lambs here at Little Range I am 
sure this was a wise decision and we thank Geoff and 
his family for the opportunity to use these genetics, as  
a high quality superfine Poll sire are very hard to find.

MERRIGNEE GENETICS / BREEDING

2019 ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALE
FRIDAY 11th OCTOBER 2019, 1pm  ·  1pm auction, 10am inspections

Preview Open Day  ·  Friday 4th October, 10am–4pm

This years’ 90 twelve month old rams to be offered are a very good group and many of them by some 
very good A.I. sires, both horn and poll. As usual these rams have all been paddock reared so they are 
ready to adapt to clients paddock conditions.

All rams are fleece tested in August 2019 so they have current measurements and weighed the week 
before the sale.

Merrignee Stud is a registered Merino stud (No. 4417) and Poll Merino stud (No. 1100) established 
in 1990.

Jono and Charlie have continued to attend the Annual 
Hereford show and sale at Dubbo in June each year  
to upgrade genetics by buying Poll Hereford bulls at the 
June 2018 and 2019 Poll Hereford Sale. These new bull 
sires include the purchase of the Senior Champion Bull 
of the show, bred by the Holcombe family’s Rayleigh 
Poll Hereford Stud from Burren Junction, northern NSW, 
plus a junior bull from the Scurr family’s Tahlan Poll 
Hereford Stud from Texas, QLD. This year Jono and 
Charlie bought a bull from the Jeffery family’s Eathorpe 
Poll Hereford Stud, at Armidale, NSW.

Their selections always concentrate on many attributes 
they have set for their decision making, which includes 
many important focus points they see as vital for 
breeding good doing, practical and profitable cattle. 
Their criteria includes confirmation, frame, muscle 
through their back line and rump, milking ability, 
softness of skin, ability to compliment the Merrignee  
Poll Hereford cows and, essentially, the temperament 
and attitude of the bulls.

The recent 2018 purchases of the Poll Hereford sire 
from Rayleigh Stud has proven his genetics with our first 

calves on the ground. They are 
definitely looking like the cattle 
we like to breed with soft skins, 
good red colour and excellent 
eye pigment. The bone thickness 
and body shape tell us we are 
looking forward to bulls and 
heifers we can use throughout our 
herd. Another fantastic benefit is 
that when purchased his breeding 
values had a very low birth 
weight of 2.8, which leaves one 
wondering about some of the 
figures given out.

We congratulate the Holcombe 
family on their E.B.V. figures as 
our Rayleigh bull is calving easily 
for our stud heifers and cows. 
The calves are as low as 40 kgs 
to 47kgs so far (8 calves) mostly 
from the heifers. We believe  
its a huge asset to the beef 
herd that calving can go 
basically unassisted and makes 
management much easier.

Merrignee Poll Hereford Stud  
will continue to breed young bulls 
for sale each year.

POLL HEREFORD REPORT FROM CHARLIE

Merrignee Poll Hereford heifer with two recently born calves, one of which is hers.

The three bulls purchased in 2018 and 2019 at the Dubbo Hereford show and sale –  
(left to right) Eathorpe Nautical N033 (ETHN033), Rayleigh and Tahlan.



MERRIGNEE MERINO & POLL MERINO STUD
FLOCK NO 4417  |  POLL FLOCK NO 1100  |  est. 1990  |  merrignee.com.au  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au

KOONWARRA MERINO & POLL MERINO STUD
FLOCK NO 1267 est. 1947  |  POLL FLOCK NO 1585 est. 2018  |  koonwarrastud.com.au  |  merino@koonwarrastud.com.au

C.T. MERRIMAN & SON Little Range (PO Box 29), Boorowa NSW 2586  |  ABN 54 882 884 494
JONO 0427 272 238  |  CHARLIE 0467 853 396  |  OFFICE 02 6385 3396 / 0427 289 018

MERRIGNEE POLL HEREFORD STUD 
STUD NO B2743  |  merriman@merrignee.com.au

REMINDERS FOR 2019 / 2020

SOUTH WEST SLOPES MERINO FIELD DAY 2019 at the Harden Showground 
on TUESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2019 from 10am. Both Merrignee and Koonwarra sheep will be on display.

HALMILTON SHEEPVENTION with a team of 5 Merrignee rams to be offered at the 
AUGUST 2020 event.

OPEN DAYS PREVIEW FOR 2019 ON-PROPERTY RAM SALES
KOONWARRA Friday 20th September, 10am–4pm  |  MERRIGNEE Friday 4th October, 10am–4pm

2019 ANNUAL ON-PROPERTY RAM SALES 
KOONWARRA Wednesday 25th September, 1pm  |  MERRIGNEE Friday 11th October, 1pm

FLOCK RAMS SALE for both MERRIGNEE and KOONWARRA commence mid October 2019 
by appointment  |  Two price groups $900 and $600 (ex. GST)  |  Contact Jono 0427 272 238

HEALTH STATUS BRUCELLOSIS FREE under C.T. Merriman & Son’s accreditation CW90/33 
All lambs have been GUDAIR VACCINATED each year since 2002  |  Vendor Declared FOOTROT FREE

SEMEN SIRES  
available @ $50 (ex. GST) per dose

GSSM SHOW & SALE   
Canberra Showground, January 2020


